o
COMMUNITY LIVING
BRITISH COLUMBIA

ALERT: CLBC has created pages with important information and updates related to
Hovey-Y9hat Support is Available? / Supports to live in your home / Shared living supports

Fi anormatio forindjviduals and families here. Find information for service providers,
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What this page says
If you are eligible for CLBC services, shared living is one of the options that provides support to live in your
home.
In this option, you share a home with a person who is contracted to provide you with support.
Usually the person who you share the home with and who supports you owns or rents the home.

Sometimes with shared living support, you share a home with one person. Other times you might live with
a couple or a family.

CLBC regularly checks to make sure the home in which you live is safe and comfortable.

You can talk to a CLBC facilitator about this support and other supports to live in your home.

Shared living is when you share a home with someone who is contracted to provide you
with ongoing support to live in your home. They are called the shared living provider. In
some shared living situations, you live with one person. In other cases, you live with a

couple or a family.

There are two types of shared living support:

Home sharing: This is the most common type of shared living and involves you
living in the shared living provider’'s home.

Live-in support:In this type of shared living support, you receive support in your
own home from someone who shares your home with you.

If you are eligible for CLBC supports and interested in requesting new supports — or
reviewing or changing the supports you currently access, a CLBC facilitator can talk to you
about shared living options. You have the opportunity to request the type of arrangement

that works best for you, depending on what'’s available in your area.



Shared living is the most commonly requested in-home support that CLBC offers. More

than 4,000 people currently live in CLBC-funded shared living arrangements.

This service is provided by service provider agencies. These agencies have been approved
for this service by showing they are prepared to provide this support in a way that is high

quality and responsive to individuals.

Shared living might be the only CLBC-funded service you receive or it could be one part of

your plan. The kind and amount of support you receive is based on the need for help in

specific areas. Visit the Understand CLBC Funding_Decisions page for more details.

(https://mvww.communitylivingbc.ca/how-do-i-get-support/understand-clbc-funding-

decisions/).

The benefits of shared living

There are many benefits to shared living that

can enhance your quality of life

(https://www.communitylivingbc.ca/provincial-

projects/include-me-a-quality-of-life-focus/):
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If you are eligible for CLBC services, afacilitator can talk with you about your options

(https://www.communitylivingbc.ca/how-do-i-get-support/welcome-planning-process/).

and/or you may want to |4 read more about shared living_in this handbook

(https://www.communitylivingbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Shared-Living-



Resource-Guide-A-Toolkit-of-ldeas-to-Support-Good-Lives-in-Community.pdf). They can

help you develop and initiate a plan to connect with services that are funded by CLBC and

other resources in your community.

CLBC works with service providers across B.C. that are qualified to deliver shared living
services. If you are interested in this service, a CLBC facilitator can provide you and your
family with information about this in home support and can introduce you to service

provides that could offer the kind of support you want and need at this point in your life.

Once you are connected with an agency, they work with you to find a shared living provider

and specific living arrangement that meets your current needs and preferences.

How does CLBC make sure that shared living is safe?
CLBC and the agencies that contract with shared living providers ensure that all shared
living providers have the skills and experience that are required to deliver this kind of

support.

They conduct background checks and comprehensive home studies prior to contracting

with any shared living provider. To learn more about what a home study is, read the home

sharing_handbooks found here. (https:/www.communitylivingbc.ca/for-service-

providers/home-sharing/initiatives-and-projects/),

Service provider staff will check in regularly with you and your shared living provider
(usually every few months or more often) to make sure everything is working well. You and
your family can also reach out at any time to the shared living provider, the agency that is

overseeing the service, or CLBC if you want to discuss concerns or opportunities.

Talk to a facilitator about shared living
To talk with a CLBC facilitator about shared living, please contact your local CLBC office. A
CLBC facilitator can answer any questions you have about this support to live in your

home.

Find your local office contact information here.

(https://vww.communitylivingbc.ca/contact/local-offices/)

Learn more

Shared Living Handbook (https:/www.communitylivingbc.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2018/03/Shared-Living-Resource-Guide-A-Toolkit-of-Ideas-to-




Support-Good-Lives-in-Community.pdf).

Watch Ray and Sarah and Marj’s video (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?
v=-1uHRLVVSTS8)

Read the Information for Families Sheet on Home Sharing

(https://www.communitylivingbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/Home-Sharing-Info-for-

Families-final.pdf),

Read a UBC Research Study that shows the positive impacts of home sharing_on
quality of life (http://citizenship.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2014/07/Living-a-Good-Life-
Quality-of-Life-and-Home-Share-August-2015.pdf),

Interested in becoming a Home Sharing provider?

Learn more about the process of becoming_a home sharing_provider here

(https://vww.communitylivingbc.ca/for-service-providers/home-sharing/becoming-a-

home-sharing-provider/).

Didn’t find what you need?

Call 1.877.660.2522
or contact your local CLBC Offices
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